
  
 

 
 
Unless the needs of the people served are the first priority, no cost savings will ever be realized. 
When support coordination represents the self-determined needs of the person, cost savings 
will follow -- naturally.  ~ Arc Aurora 'Think + Change' 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Annual Meeting Notice 
The Arc of Blair County is comprised of 20 directors and 3 emeritus directors. It is a balanced 

blend of self-advocates, family members, professionals who work in the disability field, educators and 

business leaders.  
The directors do not receive any payment for their services – it is completely voluntary. The 

board reviews the financial position of The Arc, makes recommendations and votes on policies, and 

serves as the infrastructure of the agency. 
 Serving on the board and whose term is ending on September 30 is Justin Beigle, Ed 

Farabaugh, Sara Fiore-Gunnett, Marvin Walter and Devin Wineland. Many of the directors are involved 
on committees such as the building committee or the fundraising committee. Everyone is asked to 
play a role, whether it is involvement in programs, educational advancement, marketing or other 

involvement with The Arc. 
One of the key responsibilities of the board is 

to discover and nominate new directors as term  
limits expire. Each director is asked to sit on the  
board for two-years with the option to serve another 

two-years for a maximum of four years as director.  
Directors are voted upon by the members-at-large 

during the Annual  Meeting each September. Directors 
may be re-nominated to serve again after a one-year  
absence from the board. 

This year, The Arc’s Annual Membership Meeting will take place on Tuesday, September 26, at 
6:30 p.m. This newsletter will serve as notification of the nominee slate to be submitted for new Board 

of Director Members. Members-at-large may also submit names for the slate of directors. Information 
on each candidate can be received by contacting The Arc of Blair County Office. If membership 
approves the slate, and submits a motion to accept the slate of candidates, the new candidates will be 

installed at the Annual Meeting.  
 

The Nomination Committee consisting of Donna Messner, Michael Eardley, Sara Fiore-Gunnett 
and Joe Keller is submitting the following individuals for appointment to the Board of Directors: 
Serving a final two-year term, expiring in September of 2019 – Becky Good, Eileen Roberts, Georgina 

Sible and Becky Young. Nominated to serve a first two-year term: Christopher Seymour, self-
advocate; Fred Miller, business leader; Harry Gregg, Director of Special Education for Spring Cove 

School District; Marilyn Seymour, parent; and Neil Hollander, business leader. 
 

Nominees for Officers of The Board of Directors, serving a first one-year term, include: Michael 
Eardley, President; Joe Keller, Vice-President; Donna Messner, Secretary; and Chris Jancula, 
Treasurer. The Annual Membership meeting is one of the membership meetings required by the 

bylaws. All Arc members in good standing and with current membership fees paid are encouraged to 
attend the annual meeting where a review of the Arc of Blair County finances and operation of the 

agency will occur. An annual report listing the highlights of the year will be provided. 



A LOT TO CELEBRATE 
Sometimes life throw curve balls at us that can change our lives in an instant. The Arc of Blair County 
always tries to focus on the here and now and celebrate milestones and accomplishments that create 
memories that sustain us through the difficult times. 

 
Boy, did we have a lot to celebrate in August! We had our summer picnic at Brush Mountain Sportsmen's 

Club, our 5th anniversary of line dancing, and our first play was a 
hit! 
The photos on this page and page 4 depict some of the events. 

 
 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

   

 
 
 

A nice turnout (left) 
supported the hard 

work of The Arc Troupe 
acting class. The small 

but dynamic ensemble 
is featured at right. 
Pam Young wrote and 

directed the play and 
we thank Pam and the  

mentors who donated 
the gift of time and 
leadership. 

We whooped it up at the 5th anniversary of 
line dancing at The Arc. What a night as we 
celebrated with 2 other local line dance clubs 

and practiced community and inclusion. 
Bottom right are our trustworthy leaders: 

Joyce Veckov, Katherine Ziegler, and Jack 
and Sandy Servello. The middle photo are the 
6 original club members: Mel Ochranek, 

Stephanie Veckov, Desiree Kelly, Robbie 

Fasick, Jamie Staksy and Tina Lanborn. 

We are so proud of you! Everyone did such            a great job with their lines! 

Our line dance group just keeps 

getting bigger and bigger! It 

was standing room only! 



 
 
 
 
 
  

CLASS SCHEDULE for September 2017 
Stay connected for the latest changes by visiting The Arc’s 
homepage at www.thearcblair.org. If there is a change it is 
listed on the blog on the home page, in rectangle box to the 

right. Otherwise, it means the class is still on.  
 
Craft Class – September 11 at 6:30 p.m. Limited to 20 
people! 
 
Cooking Class - Scheduled to start up again in October. 
 
Chorus - Tuesday's from 6:00 pm to 6:30 pm. Limited time 
as we practice for a special performance on September 
23. 
 
Acting Troupe - Off on hiatus until October. Begin again 
Oct. 16 
 
Line Dancing – 6:30 pm Wed. nights. Bring water.   
 
Square Dancing – 6:15 pm Thursday Nights. September is 
National Square Dance Awareness Month. Come out and 
cut a rug! 

 
All are welcome to any activity but must pay $5 per class 

if not an Arc member. This includes dance classes.  
 

Thank you! 
A lot of members sold EXTRA Penn State 
Tickets to make up for those who did not 
sell any tickets. Because of their efforts, 

The Arc is going to hold a couple of 
unique experiences for them to enjoy as a 

way to say "Thanks for supporting YOUR 
Arc". 
 

Though many members did their part by 
selling some of their tickets, 2 individuals 

went above and beyond. A big thank you 
to Stacy Miller and Emma Shaw who sold 
the most tickets and did an AMAZING job 

of representing The Arc of Blair County! 
Emma said "It was so easy to sell them 

that I just started selling in sets instead 
of individual tickets." 
 

Congratulations to the lucky winners of 
our Penn State Raffle who get to go to a 

home game: Danette Lee (sold by Luella 
Aitken), Jim Frazier (sold by JA Frazier), 
Clair Imler (sold by self), Jim Rhodes 

(sold by Bart Rhodes), Carl Kiesewetter 
(sold by self), Crist Polito (sold by 

Christina Polito).  
 

Enjoy the game and the experience of 

Penn State Football! Fight on state!  

Come Sing With Us! 
 
 The Arc chorus, known as The 

Arc Angels, has been invited to 
perform at a community festival on 

Saturday, September 23. All are 
welcome to join us - no musical 
background necessary. 

 The day will be a festival with 
games, prizes, free food and fall 

weather! The location is the Altoona 
Bible Church on Union Avenue. 
 The chorus will be practicing 

every Tuesday from 6 pm to 6:30 
pm to prepare for the performance. 

 As many of you know, we lost 
our 25-year plus leader, Paula 
Pheasant, to cancer and have had a 

hard time finding someone to fill her 
large shoes. Many thanks to Darlene 

Wilt who initiated the commitment to 
bring the chorus back together with 
a temporary choral director.  

 Please consider joining us at 

practices on Tuesday's.  

Sadly Missed 
 
The summer saw more losses for The Arc of Blair County.  

 
Beloved member Beth Goetz passed. 

Beth was the epitome of what The Arc's 
mission is. Beth led an incredible life 

of independent living. Long before the 
government began insisting people be 
in the community more, Beth led the 

charge. She was active in the 
community, loved to dance and was 

one of the leaders of the Hakuna  
Matatas Square Dance Club at The Arc. 
Beth had her own home that she shared 

with her friend and roommate, Leah Leiden. Beth's life had 
value and meaning because she chose to participate in it on 

her terms. Beth, we will miss your wit and upbeat spirit. We 
offer comfort to your sister, Eve, and to your mother, Phyllis 
Hultman. 

 
Nancy Hummel also passed. Nancy was the mother to Kim 

Sager, long-time Arc member who passed last September. 
The Sager's/Hummel's have shown much support to The Arc 
and we will miss their attendance at Arc events. Our 

condolences are sent to the siblings/children of Kim and 
Nancy.  

 
May we always remember the happy times shared 
together... 

 
 

http://www.thearcblair.org/
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Did you complete your survey yet? 
If you haven't had time, please consider completing a survey that The Arc Board of Directors created as 
part of a strategic plan to discover if The Arc of Blair County is achieving its goals. We are trying to 
create an Arc that members want to belong to and be active in. We need to be sure we are meeting 

your needs. You can complete the survey (one is enclosed for those who have not had the chance to 
complete) and mail into the office or complete online at The Arc website, www.thearcblair.org. You only 

need to complete the survey one time. Those who complete the survey are eligible to write their name 
(not necessary if wanting to remain anonymous) and be included in a drawing for 4 separate Sheetz 
cards. 

Thank you. Your input is valuable. 

Thanks to the Sible/Ermin family we had another wonderful meal and experience at Brush Mountain 
Sportman's Club. The Arc members are competitive, for sure, as witnessed by the games played. After fishing, 
games and dinner, we made a bird feeder craft and then it was onto dancing, where we ended with the group 
Karaoke circle of Sweet Caroline. Mary sang us out for the night with her beautiful voice and big band slow 
songs. Georgina and her family put a lot of work (and money) into this picnic and we are humbled. 


